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Overview 

We would like to thank Karkın & Yüksel for providing much needed support to the Bingham Centre 

for the Rule of Law (the Bingham Centre). This report outlines activities and achievements since 

August 2020, including how the Centre has utilised core funding to enhance its reach and impact. 

Law firm support, including Karkın & Yüksel’s generous contribution, has enabled the Centre to be 

strategic in how it addresses long term challenges facing the Rule of Law and develop larger, more 

ambitious projects, such as our Centre on Modern Slavery.  At the same time, it has meant that we 

are positioned to respond quickly to global developments and inform public debate on topical Rule 

of Law issues.  Over the past year, our work has focused on the following key areas:  

i. Expanding our activities aimed at raising Rule of Law awareness among the general public. 

ii. Engaging with Parliaments and Governments to promote Rule of Law values and improve 

understanding of the Rule of Law implications of their work.  

iii. Responding to emerging issues or challenges to the Rule of Law globally, most notably the 

Coronavirus pandemic and the withdrawal of the UK from the EU.  

iv. Addressing the complex problems of modern slavery through the Modern Slavery and 

Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre, which the Bingham Centre leads.  

The global events of the past year have presented unique challenges for the Bingham Centre. Like 

many other organisations, we have faced the move to online events and webinars, the shift to home 

working and a difficult fundraising environment. At the same time, the Centre has demonstrated 

relevance and resilience in adapting to changing working environments and responding to 

emerging Rule of Law issues arising from the handling Coronavirus pandemic.  

 

Modern Slavery and Human Rights  

The Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and 

Evidence Centre (the Modern Slavery PEC) was 

created to enhance understanding of modern 

slavery and transform the effectiveness of law and 

policies designed to prevent it. The Centre is a 

consortium of six academic organisations led by the 

Bingham Centre and is funded by the Arts and 

Humanities Research Council on behalf of UK 

Research and Innovation (UKRI). The PEC officially 

launched in September 2020, marked by a virtual 

conference on assisting and protecting survivors of 

modern slavery.  

In April 2021, the PEC published its Strategy for 2021-2024, including the indicative research 

priorities. This followed an extensive consultation with policymakers and key actors, which was 

carried out between July and October 2020. The consultation included a survey with 121 

https://modernslaverypec.org/assets/downloads/Modern-Slavery-PEC-Strategy.pdf
https://modernslaverypec.org/assets/downloads/Research-consultation-report-final.pdf
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respondents and eight roundtables with 75 participants. The PEC’s work is divided into four research 

areas: prevention; survivor support; supply chains and effectiveness of legal enforcement. It has an 

additional research area that addresses emerging and cross-cutting issues, such as the impact of 

the Covid-19 pandemic on modern slavery.  

During the reporting period, the PEC issued four calls for research and a total of 23 new research 

projects were started. From these, the PEC has published 12 research reports, 3 policy briefings and 

12 blogs. The Bingham Centre has collaborated with PEC partners to produce research on: 

a. Effectiveness of UK supply chain measures, which evaluates the TISC measures in the UK 

Modern Slavery Act and assesses what regulations could strengthen them. 

b. Data for investor action on modern slavery, which lays the groundwork for better data 

solutions for investors to address the issue of modern slavery in investment portfolios 

c. Effectiveness of the forced labour bans, alongside a blog from the PEC’s Partnership 

Manager, in which he argues that import bans can be effective, but need to be considered 

in a wider context of complex efforts against forced labour. 

 

Europe and the Rule of Law 

Reconciling Europe with its Citizens through Democracy and the Rule of Law 

The Bingham Centre is one of 18 partner 

organisations participating in a Horizon 

2020 EU-funded project, 'Reconciling 

Europe with its Citizens through 

Democracy and the Rule of Law' 

(RECONNECT). This four-year 

multidisciplinary project seeks to assist 

the EU in becoming more attuned to the 

expectations of its citizens.  The Bingham 

Centre is co-leading the Communication, 

Dissemination and Exploitation strategy, 

including the project blog which has 

published over 125 pieces since 2018. We are also developing a series of educational materials for 

young people in the EU on core concepts such as the Rule of Law, democracy and human rights. 

Topics also include thematic issues that will appeal to a younger audience such as children’s rights, 

migration, climate change, social media, and education. At the substantive level, Bingham Centre 

researchers have contributed to working papers on a range of topics relating to the Rule of Law in 

Europe. The RECONNECT Annual Conference was held on 2 July around the theme ‘Earning EU 

Citizens’ Trust’. Conference papers and video recordings have now been published.  

Brexit and the Rule of Law  

Disentangling the UK legal system from the EU's legal order as a result of the vote for Brexit has 

given rise to a number of serious Rule of Law challenges since the 2016 referendum. The Bingham 

https://modernslaverypec.org/research-projects/effectiveness-tisc
https://modernslaverypec.org/latest/investors-data
https://biicl.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4462914becfdf84ddf496b50e&id=3cbb8640e9&e=4f1b53f62d
https://biicl.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4462914becfdf84ddf496b50e&id=3829b8e228&e=4f1b53f62d
https://biicl.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4462914becfdf84ddf496b50e&id=86d051b585&e=4f1b53f62d
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Centre’s programme of research, supported by the Vivmar Foundation, has focused on two broad 

themes during the past year.  

The first theme analyses the Rule of Law issues arising from the coming into force of the EU-UK 

Withdrawal Agreement (WA) at both the national and the international level.  As part of the Rule of 

Law Monitoring of Legislation project, we published a report on the UK Internal Market Bill in 

September 2020, which was cited by the Shadow Justice Secretary David Lammy in the House of 

Commons. We also published commentary in the UK Constitutional Law Association blog on the 

Bill and two pieces in the European Law Blog which analysed the domestic and EU law aspects of 

the UK Internal Market Bill respectively.  

The second theme considers the Rule of Law issues created by the negotiation of the new relationship 

between the EU and the UK, which came into force as the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) 

on 31 December 2020.  In March 2021, the Bingham Centre convened a meeting of the APPG on 

the Rule of Law to consider how Parliament can influence and scrutinise Government decisions on 

the UK-EU future relationship. This was followed by an event in April on Swiss-UK bilateral relations 

outside EU membership, and the respective relationships between each of these states and the EU, 

with a keynote from the Swiss Ambassador to the UK.  

 

Justice Systems and the Rule of Law 

Judicial independence and integrity are vital to the Rule of Law and have been longstanding areas 

of engagement for the Bingham Centre. Our project on the reassessment of judges during 

transitions to constitutional democracy, which concludes in 2021, has served to strengthen judicial 

independence and transitional justice. Project leader, Dr van Zyl Smit, advised the Government of 

Kosovo on judicial reform options and presented findings on judicial independence and 

accountability in Kenya at the ICON-S 

Conference of the International Society 

of Public Law. The research has also had 

practical application to combating 

judicial corruption and has been 

presented at conferences of the UN 

Global Judicial Integrity Network. 

Discussions are under way with a 

leading university press to publish a 

collection of essays, edited by Dr van Zyl 

Smit and collaborators, which examines 

the experiences of judicial reform in 

post-communist Eastern Europe, Latin America and other regions.   

Supported by Jones Day, we have convened two events which are the first in a series examining 

“independence” in different institutional contexts. In September, we held an interview with the 

Director of Public Prosecutions on prosecutorial independence. In October, we convened a second 

event on judicial independence, involving a livestreamed interview with Baroness Hale and Dame 

https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/united-kingdom-internal-market-bill-a-rule-of-law-analysis-of-clauses-42-to-45
https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2020/09/17/oliver-garner-a-barrier-against-the-new-incoming-tide-the-uk-internal-market-bill-and-dispute-resolution-under-the-withdrawal-agreement-and-the-protocol-on-ireland-northern-ireland/
https://europeanlawblog.eu/2020/10/08/true-bad-faith-2020-part-one-the-commission-infringement-action-against-the-united-kingdom-for-breach-of-the-withdrawal-agreement/
https://europeanlawblog.eu/2020/11/17/true-bad-faith-2020-part-two-excavating-the-legal-rationale-for-the-emergency-clauses-in-the-uk-internal-market-bill/
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Elizabeth Gloster on London’s standing in international dispute resolution, in collaboration with 

Prospect magazine and the City of London Corporation. 

Access to justice following COVID-19 

In 2021, the Bingham Centre partnered with the World Justice Project to highlight projects featured 

in this year’s World Justice Challenge, which focused on innovative solutions for providing access to 

justice during the Covid-19 pandemic. The awards were presented in May 2021 with six high-impact 

projects recognised with cash awards. The projects involved international NGOs operating in 

countries including Belarus, the Gambia, Honduras, Israel, Kenya, Myanmar and Uganda. 

 

Citizenship and the Rule of Law   

Citizenship Education in Schools  

The Bingham Centre’s flagship Citizenship Education in 

Schools programme promotes legal education for young 

people and has reached over 40,000 secondary school 

students. Following teacher training in schools, we have 

shifted the focus of the programme towards online resources 

and digital platforms for training delivery. In particular, we 

responded to requests from the Association for Citizenship 

Teaching to place our textbooks, ‘International Law and 

Human Rights’ and ‘Understanding Justice’ online in order 

to make them more accessible to a broader range of 

teachers.   

In August 2020, the Bingham Centre led a session at the 

Association for Citizenship Teachers’ Annual Conference, 

training teachers across the country to deliver lessons on 

human rights in the digital age. This was followed up by a 

train-the-trainer session in November 2020 for trainee citizenship teachers at the Institute of 

Education. Here we taught participants how to use our sector-leading accredited lessons plans the 

‘Rule of Law for Citizenship Education’ to have difficult but important conversations with young 

people about law and politics.  

Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) 

In spring 2020, the Bingham Centre began to publicise 

its ‘Massive Open Online Course’ (MOOC), Citizenship 

and The Rule of Law, which is offered as part of the 

University of London’s online offering and is free at the 

point of access. We worked with providers of higher 

education for underprivileged student communities 

(Goldsmiths University and the University of East London) 

and schools (the Association for Citizenship Teaching) to 

https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/international-law-and-human-rights


 

6 

Karkın & Yüksel – Annual Update  

promote this. The course provides students with video lectures, set reading and quizzes to improve 

their active citizenship skills and to help them develop as leaders in their communities. The course 

has proven extremely popular with over 9,800 students enrolling. More than 1,700 learners have 

now completed the course.  

The project data suggests that the course encourages female participation and interest from younger 

audiences. The course enjoys a higher proportion of both groups than the platform (Coursera) does 

in general. The feedback we have received has been consistently positive, and many students 

suggest that they both richly enjoyed the course and would encourage others to take it up. 

 

Figure 1: Data from April 2021 showing course participation by age and gender 

 

Volunteering initiative  

In 2021, the Bingham Centre launched a volunteering initiative to improve the capacity of university 

students and graduates to teach students of school age about the law and politics.  It aims to bridge 

the gap between young people and their politicians by encouraging young leaders to take practical 

steps as active citizens, such as lobbying their local council or parliamentarian about issues that 

matter to them. A total of 12 volunteers have been selected to date, with a further 28 to be recruited 

in the coming months. To support this work, the Bingham Centre has appointed an Impact 

Coordinator, supported by the Sybil Shine Memorial Trust. The Impact Coordinator will be 

responsible for maintaining communication with schools, monitoring the activities of session leaders, 

and ensuring the day-to-day running of the project. 

Wider public and youth engagement  

The Bingham Centre has hosted a number of events to strengthen public and youth engagement 

with citizenship and the Rule of Law.  For example, in September 2020, the Centre held a webinar 

with leading experts on the topic of ‘The Rule of Law Online: Who Targets Me and What Does It 

Mean For My Rights?’. This event introduced young people to issues that have been brought to the 

forefront by the pandemic, such as the algorithms that determine the content we see and ways to 

avoid online abuse.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrCMhy8shF8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrCMhy8shF8&feature=youtu.be
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We have also started a new digital initiative called ‘Tweet of the Week’ where we use our social 

media channels to discuss pressing issues that will be of relevance to a broad audience. We are 

also working with Christian Weaver, producer of the ‘Law in 60 seconds’ video series, to create five 

60-second educational videos for young people. These will be completed by December 2021 and 

displayed on website and social media, and shared to students in schools by our volunteers.  

 

Parliament and the Rule of Law 

A key aim for the Bingham Centre is increasing parliamentary engagement with the Rule of Law, 

both in the UK and abroad. Core funding has supported this work and has enabled the Centre to 

successfully secure funding from trusts for the project work outlined below.  

Rule of Law Monitoring of Legislation  

This project provides MPs, peers and the public 

with timely analysis of proposed legislation 

from a Rule of Law perspective, including 

constructive recommendations of amendments 

to Bills. Through the project, the Bingham 

Centre has issued 23 reports on 12 pieces of 

legislation, identifying troubling provisions 

from a Rule of Law perspective. Reports have 

been published to inform members of both 

Houses before critical stages and the Centre’s 

researchers have proactively engaged with 

Parliamentarians from all parties to ensure that the Rule of Law analysis frames the discussion of 

key issues. The project has had notable impact in empowering Parliamentarians to amend 

legislation to ensure respect for Rule of Law standards. Examples of this can be seen in the following 

cases: 

a. The Centre published two detailed reports and two blogs highlighting how the Overseas 

Operations Bill breached the Rule of Law principle of legality in creating obstacles to the 

prosecution of members of the armed forces for war crimes. Researchers worked extensively 

with Parliamentarians, including through a meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Group 

(APPG) on the Rule of Law, culminating in the Bingham Centre drafting amendments to the 

Bill which were agreed to by the House of Lords. These amendments resulted in a policy 

change by the Government and the removal of obstacles to the prosecution of military for war 

crimes from the Bill.  

b. Our Rule of Law analysis of the UK Internal Market Bill was cited by nine different Lords in 

objecting to the notion that the UK could disregard domestic and international law through 

the Bill. This work included the publication of four detailed reports and three articles in high 

profile blogs.  

c. We provided timely analysis on the Coronavirus Bill and Government regulations related to 

the pandemic to address the pragmatic shift towards increasing executive power. This work 
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has sought to increase Parliamentary consultation and scrutiny, for example with regards to 

the mandatory wearing of face coverings on public transport. Our work in this area has been 

extensive, including eight reports on the Coronavirus Bill and Coronavirus regulations, which 

were frequently cited in Parliamentary debates on issues such as the proportionality of 

lockdown measures.  We have also been involved in efforts to take stock of the overall 

operation of Parliament during the pandemic. In this vein, we published and a joint paper 

with other civil society organisations on the marginalisation of the House of Commons under 

Covid, which was cited by the Shadow Leader of the Commons in Parliamentary debates.  

d. Our report identifying troubling aspects of the Environment Bill was quoted by nine peers and 

our proposed amendments were tabled for discussion in the House of Lords on a cross-party 

basis. This work was also cited in the Financial Times and The Independent highlighting how 

the new Office for Environmental Protection would be weaker than its EU predecessor.  

The project has sought to reach a wider public audience through blog posts published on leading 

UK websites such as the UK Constitutional Law Association Blog, the Constitution Unit Blog and the 

UK Human Rights Blog, alongside interviews with the British Forces Broadcasting Services network 

and the Law Society Gazette and contributions to Prospect magazine.   

All-Party Parliamentary Group 

The APPG on the Rule of Law is a cross‐party group designed to 

promote parliamentary and public discussion of the Rule of Law as a 

practical concept. With support from Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust, 

the Bingham Centre acts as the APPG’s secretariat. The APPG held its 

Inaugural Meeting in the current Parliament in February 2021 where 

Sir Bob Neill MP and Lord Anderson of Ipswich QC were elected Chair 

and Co-Chair respectively.  The APPG convened four meetings during 

the reporting period; two to support the Rule of Law monitoring work 

outlined above in relation to the Overseas Operations Bill and the 

Environment Bill; one on Brexit agreements (see Brexit section below); and one on plans to extend 

police powers to impose conditions on protests under the Police Crime Sentencing and Courts Bill.   

Expert Working Groups 

The ability to retain a dedicated research team has enabled the Centre to develop strategic 

collaborations to promote the Rule of Law. A number of our researchers are part of an Expert 

Working Group on Constitutional Reform which we co-convene with the Constitution Unit at 

University College, London. Murray Hunt and Dr Ronan Cormacain also act as members of an 

Expert Working Group with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)’s 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights on International Guidelines on Democratic Law 

Making, while Dr Jan van Zyl Smit is a member of the Expert Working Group of the same body 

responsible for reviewing the 2010 Kyiv Recommendations on Judicial Independence. 

 

https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/publications/briefings/the-marginalisation-of-the-house-of-commons-under-covid-has-been-shocking-a
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/publications/briefings/the-marginalisation-of-the-house-of-commons-under-covid-has-been-shocking-a
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Coronavirus and the Rule of Law 

In response to the global crisis created 

by the Coronavirus pandemic, the 

Bingham Centre has developed a robust 

programme of research and events to 

inform public debate about the 

importance of Rule of Law principles. 

This has focused, in particular, on shifts 

towards executive power and the impact 

of this on constitutional balances and 

the rights of individuals, as well as 

digital responses to the pandemic (detailed in the section below). Core funding has enabled us to 

put resources in place to respond quickly to emerging Rule of Law issues across all programmes of 

work.  

At an international level, following its seminal report The Rule of Law During Health Crises, the 

Bingham Centre has published commentary on global responses to the pandemic. This has included 

two articles in Verfassungsblog, in November 2020 and April 2021, on the importance of the Rule 

of Law in effective pandemic management, including countering executive overreach and the 

unwelcome legacy of ‘emergency creep’. The work of Centre members in this area was cited by the 

European Parliament in its resolution on the impact of Covid-19 measures on democracy, the rule 

of law and fundamental rights. The Centre’s close analysis of Coronavirus legislation and 

regulations at Westminster has been conducted through the Monitoring of Legislation project 

(outlined above). 

 

The Rule of Law in the Digital Age  

Rapid advances in digital technology bring both opportunities and challenges for the Rule of Law. 

Our programme aims to embrace Rule of Law enhancing digital technologies, whilst also informing 

debates about how to uphold Rule of Law standards. Core income supported staff at the Centre 

whilst they bid for funding for two projects related to digital technology and the pandemic.  

Data-Driven Responses to Public Health Emergencies 

Supported by the UK Arts and Humanities Research Council, we are undertaking an interdisciplinary 

Covid-19 rapid response project on the role of the Rule of Law and good governance in securing 

and maintaining public trust in data-driven responses to public health emergencies. The Bingham 

Centre is the lead partner in a consortium which includes the Global Health Academy of the 

University of Edinburgh, the Alan Turing Institute, and the Ada Lovelace Institute. The project runs 

from January – September 2021.  

https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/the-rule-of-law-in-times-of-health-crises
https://verfassungsblog.de/effective-pandemic-management-requires-the-rule-of-law-and-good-governance/
https://verfassungsblog.de/rule-of-law-as-a-perimeter-of-legitimacy-for-covid-19-responses/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0307_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0307_EN.pdf
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As part of this work, two Bingham Centre research 

fellows gave evidence on vaccine passports to 

the Public Administration and Constitutional 

Affairs Committee (PACAC) of the UK Parliament. 

Their evidence highlighted why, from a Rule of Law 

perspective, there is a need for a comprehensive 

legislative framework governing the use of such 

passports. The report of the PACAC directly refers 

to and quotes the Bingham Centre’s submission, 

which was the only written evidence cited from over 

9,000 pieces of evidence submitted.   

We have also published commentary on digital 

passports, the ethics of vaccine certification during 

times of vaccine inequality, and misinformation 

during public health emergencies. In July, two “citizen jury” deliberations were held with a 

representative group of UK residents to ascertain public views and perceptions on data-driven 

responses to the pandemic. The final sessions of these deliberations were attended by members of 

the UK Cabinet Office, and panellists and speakers at other stages included representatives of NHS 

Digital, NHS X and the Scottish Government. 

Effective Covid-19 control technologies 

In September 2020, the Bingham Centre began a one-year project on the Rule of Law and effective 

Covid-19 control technologies, in collaboration with the Munich Center for Technology in Society 

and the Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Data Governance at the Singapore Management 

University. The project examines issues arising from the development and implementation of 

contact-tracing and other Covid-19 related mobile phone apps that are continuously accessible to 

state authorities. It will provide a methodology to assess these technologies and the legal frameworks 

within which they operate against international Rule of Law standards and human rights obligations.  

As part of this project, the Bingham Centre co-authored a working paper on The Rule of Law and 

COVID-19 Related Technologies, which explains the advantages and challenges of using a Rule of 

Law lens when assessing the introduction of new technologies. 

 

Government and the Rule of Law 

National monitoring, implementation and reporting on human rights 

One of the central purposes of the Rule of Law is to ensure that governments are subject to the law, 

not above it. The Bingham Centre, in collaboration with the Universal Rights Group in Geneva and 

the Human Rights Implementation Centre at Bristol University and with pro bono support from 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, is conducting a global survey to understand the systems and 

https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/written-evidence-submitted-to-the-public-administration-and-constitutional-affairs-committee-covid-19-vaccine-certification-inquiry
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6264/documents/69158/default/
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/the-rule-of-law-and-covid-19-related-technologies
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/the-rule-of-law-and-covid-19-related-technologies
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processes that States have put in place to implement 

their international human rights commitments 

under UN treaties.   

The survey includes interviews with diplomats from 

a geographically representative sample of 

approximately 60 states to examine how they deal, 

at national level, with country-specific 

recommendations made to them by UN bodies. The 

project aims to distil best practice on national 

mechanisms which will be central to efforts to “build 

back better” after the pandemic.  

 

Sustainable Development and the Rule of Law  

Rule of Law measurement and credit rating agencies 

Core funding has supported the Bingham Centre’s work on Rule of Law measurement. Gathering 

accurate, reliable and timely data on the Rule of Law is crucial as it enables countries to make 

strategic reforms, citizens to demand change, policymakers to monitor risk areas and changes over 

time and journalists to provide statistics that supplements their narratives. In August Research Fellow 

Nyasha Weinberg published commentary on Chasing reality: Rule of Law measurement is lagging 

years behind current developments. This examines the challenges of gathering accurate, reliable 

and timely Rule of Law data and proposes some new options which draw on emerging technologies.  

We are also undertaking research into the relationship between Debt Instruments, Credit Rating 

Agencies and the Rule of Law, in collaboration with Linklaters LLP. Credit Rating Agencies play a 

fundamental role as information brokers, with ratings conveying an assessment of creditworthiness. 

The Rule of Law is an important factor determining likelihood that financial obligations will be upheld 

and as such, compliance with Rule of Law principles should flow through to the ratings process.  

Peace One Day Live Global Digital Experience  

The Bingham Centre participated in the Peace 

One Day Live Global Digital Experience 2020 

which took place on 21 September. The event 

celebrated 75 years of the United Nations, and 

looked forward to a decade of action on 

Sustainable Development Goal 16 (SDG 16) to 

promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies. 

This global event brought together artists, 

thought leaders and international speakers. Lord 

Neuberger of Abbotsbury, former president of the UK Supreme Court, took part on behalf of 

the Bingham Centre in a panel on Decade of Action for Peace. This was high level discussion 

about the importance of SDG 16, looking at urgent action required to reduce violence, war, crime, 

and mass atrocities, and to protect finite resources. 

https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/comments/102/chasing-reality-rule-of-law-measurement-is-lagging-years-behind-current-developments
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/comments/102/chasing-reality-rule-of-law-measurement-is-lagging-years-behind-current-developments
https://youtu.be/orWs1lIBiVA
https://youtu.be/orWs1lIBiVA
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Looking ahead  

Looking ahead to the remainder of this year and 2022, the following areas of research are being 

developed:  

i. We will be developing our programme of work to make the Rule of Law more accessible, 

relatable and relevant for young people and non-legal audiences.  In particular, we plan to 

expand our suite of educational resources, including producing longer ‘explainer’ videos 

and working with graphic design agencies to create visual materials for young people.  

ii. The Centre is developing a project on the Rule of Law as an essential foundation for 

Environmental, Social, and Governance considerations (ESG). This will aim to increase 

understanding of the interdependence between ESG, the Rule of Law, corporate behaviour 

and sustainable economic growth. It will promote greater strategic and practical focus on 

developing and embedding the Rule of Law in business and investment, which will in turn 

support a fairer and more sustainable economic system. 

iii. We plan to examine the Rule of Law issues arising from Covid-19 economic mitigation and 

recovery measures, in particular whether it is possible to identify best practice with regards 

to balancing the rights of citizens against protecting the economy. This would include 

comparative analysis of different employment support schemes, such as the UK furlough 

and the German Kurzzeit, as well as direct support to businesses in different jurisdictions. 

iv. The Centre would like to develop research around the Rule of Law and human rights 

protection in Europe. Topics related to this could include: backsliding on the Rule of Law in 

European countries and national and supranational responses thereto; operationalisation 

of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU; topical issues emerging form the case law 

of the European Court of Human Rights, including in relation to asylum seekers, migrants, 

terrorist offenders, and the independence of the judiciary. 

v. There will be continued interest in topics regarding the future UK-EU relationship, which 

necessarily builds on an extended EU legal framework developed over time in specific areas.  

Examples include: trade; environmental standards and food security; migration; the rights 

of EU citizens including health and education; judicial cooperation on civil and criminal 

matters; foreign and security policy.  

 

Conclusion 

As the Coronavirus pandemic makes our world increasingly interdependent, and as global political 

developments place our institutions under strain, the Rule of Law has perhaps never been more 

important.  Whilst the past year has presented unique challenges, it has also created opportunities 

for the Bingham Centre to expand its work into new areas. We have sought to continue our core 

programmes of work, whilst also being responsive to emerging Rule of Law issues in the UK and 

overseas.  
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We are extremely grateful for Karkin & Yüksel’s vital contribution to our funding. Your support has 

been crucial in helping the Centre to retain its experienced team of research and support staff, to 

respond quickly to evolving situations, and to successfully secure funding for projects on key Rule of 

Law issues.  

We are committed to ensuring that firms providing this invaluable support are given interesting and 

relevant opportunities to engage with our work. This could include co-hosting events, speaking 

opportunities and pro bono support on one of our projects. If you would like to discuss this further, 

please contact Florence Skinner, Deputy Development Director, on f.skinner@biicl.org. 

mailto:f.skinner@biicl.org
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